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Farmingville,  NY  -  Supervisor  Mark  Lesko  and  C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico  have  announced  a  recent  open  space
acquis ition of a  .23  ac re  tidal  wetlands  parcel  cons is ting of a  high salt  marsh in the  Mas tic -Shirley  C onservation
A rea. This  area  is  a  top  priority  for  open space  acquis ition  due  to  its  low-lying  wetlands , the  most  extens ive  in
Brookhaven Town. The  parcel  is  adjacent  to  two  other already  protec ted lots  and nearby  several  parcels  that  the
Town of Brookhaven and Suffolk C ounty have collec tively acquired for open space preservation. The purchase price
of the parcel was  $40,000.

"The preservation of remaining tidal wetlands  is  c ruc ial  to safeguarding the water quality  of Great South Bay,"  said
Supervisor Mark Lesko. "O pen space preservation throughout Brookhaven Town is  a top priority and this  acquis ition
is  jus t the lates t effort to help protec t and enhance the natural balance of this  valuable es tuary."

"The preservation of open space and our environment are of c ritical  importance and remain a priority,"  commented
Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico. "The purchase of this  property not only serves  to protec t the health of our
bay, but also serves  to maintain the scenic  vis tas  that have vanished over the years  to development. I  am proud that
Brookhaven Town continues  to lead in preserving the qualities  that make it such a des irable place to live. "

O ver  the  course  of  2010,  the  Town  of  Brookhaven  preserved  over  140  ac res  of  open  space  and  farmland
development rights  and over 200 ac res  are currently in contrac t for purchase.
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